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Abstract	
	
This	 research	 analyzes	 the	 development	 of	 the	 organic	 farming	 movement	 in	
Postwar	 Japan	 from	 the	perspective	of	 family	 change.	Many	organic	 farmers	and	 their	
communities	that	emerged	during	the	1970s	were	opposed	to	the	dominant	agricultural	methods	 which	 promoted	 heavy	 use	 of	 agricultural	 chemicals.	 	 	 Strong	 ties	 between	
farmers	 and	 consumers	 were	 one	 of	 the	 most	 significant	 characteristics	 of	 those	communities,	 some	 of	 which	 still	 exist,	 while	 others	 are	 confronting	 management	difficulties.			
First,	this	research	will	briefly	overview	the	characteristics	of	these	communities	and	their	social	backgrounds	in	the	1970s,	particularly	their	family	histories.	Similarities	
among	these	groups	were	as	follows:	1)	Producers	and	consumers	were	strongly	involved	
in	environmental	and	agricultural	policies.	2)	Consumers	supported	farmers	not	only	by	purchasing	organic	products,	but	also	by	helping	the	farm.	3)	Urban	housewives	who	had	migrated	from	rural	areas	composed	the	majority	of	consumers	demanding	safe	produce.		
Second,	we	would	like	to	consider	these	communities	in	terms	of	family	change.	Most	Japanese	farmers,	organic	or	otherwise,	are	family	farmers,	so	many	are	confronting	
succession	 problems.	 In	 addition,	 consumer	 families	 are	 undergoing	 changes.	 For	
example,	core	members	are	aging	and	the	younger	generations	have	different	approaches	to	obtaining	reliable	produce,	such	as	visiting	specialty	stores	or	farmers	market.		
In	 summary,	 this	 paper	 will	 suggest	 reinvestigating	 the	 social	 value	 of	 non‐
commercialized	organic	farming	in	contemporary	society.	
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1. Introduction	
This	research	analyzes	the	organic	farming	movements,	which	have	emerged	and	
developed	since	1970s	in	postwar	Japan	especially	in	Chiba	prefecture,	from	the	
perspective	of	family	sociology.	While	it	is	common	for	researchers	to	focus	on	the	policy	
or	ideology	when	they	study	about	such	movements,	this	paper	will	also	pay	attention	to	
how	these	movements	managed	their	farming	by	their	family	members.	Because	their	
sustainability	have	been	closely	related	to	the	interrelationships	between	farmers	and	
consumers,	it	is	important	for	the	study	to	focus	on	the	management	of	family	farmers	
on	the	one	hand,	and	the	lifestyle	of	the	consumer	family	on	the	other	hand.		
	 Considering	family	histories,	this	paper	will	address	a	frontier	family	in	Narita	as	
a	case	study	(Sanrizuka	no	Tochi	ni	Ikiru	wo	Kankosuru	Kai,	2000),	and	also	farmers	in	
other	Chiba	areas	(Nakano	and	Nakajima,	1982;	1983;	1985)	(Nakano	et.al.,	1984),	in	
order	to	investigate	their	motives	and	consciousness	towards	these	movements.	
	 As	a	conclusion,	we	would	like	to	intend	the	social	value	of	the	concepts	of	
organic	farming	movement	today,	even	though	many	groups	experienced	the	decreasing	
of	number	of	their	members.		
  
2. Material	and	Methods	
Document	data	written,	by	the	members	of	community	themselves,	will	be	used	for	
this	study	(Kitahara,	1996)	(Sanrizuka	no	Tochi	ni	Ikiru	wo	Kankosuru	Kai,	2000)	
(Koizumi,	2004).	It	includes	data	edited	and	written	by	the	director	of	farmers’	school	in	
Chiba	(Takeuchi,	1988;	1994)	(Wada,	1991)	(Fukutake	Tadashi	Sensei	TsuitoBunshu	
Kankokai,	1990)	(Chibaken	Noson	Seinen	Yoseijo,	1973)	(Noson	Chuken	Seinen	Yoseijo,	
1963).	Especially	the	village	daughters’	transcripts	for	their	mothers	were	one	of	the	
core	resources	for	analysis	(Wada	and	Takeuchi,	1973).						
	
3. Characteristics	of	organic	farming	communities	and	their	backgrounds	
3.1.	Policies	
	
3.1.1	Example	of			“Teikei”	principle	
	
Japan	Organic	Agriculture	Association	(AOAA)	was	founded	in1971	and	is	one	of	
the	 oldest	 and	 the	 largest	 associations	 of	 organic	 farming	 in	 Japan	 and	 has	 the	 ten	
principles	 of	 “Teikei”.	 “Teikei”	 and	 “Sanchoku”	 are	 keywords	 of	 the	 organic	 farming	
movement	 in	 Japan.	 “Teikei”	 refers	 to	 the	 producer‐consumer	 co‐partnership	 in	 the	
organic	 farming	 movement	 and	 “Sanchoku”	 refers	 directly	 delivering	 agricultural	
produce	from	the	farm	to	consumers.	These	concepts	have	provided	the	model	for	other	
groups,	and	represented	the	approach	of	the	Japanese	organic	farming	community.	The	
10	principles	of	“Teikei”	are	as	follows:		
	
		
THE	TEN	PRINCIPLES	OF	"TEIKEI"	(A	SUMMARY)		
	
		To	build	a	friendly	and	creative	relationship,	not	as	mere	trading	partners.	
		To	produce	according	to	pre‐arranged	plans	on	agreed	upon	by	both	the	producer(s)	and	
the	consumer(s).	
		To	accept	all	the	produce	delivered	from	the	producer(s).	
		To	set	prices	in	the	spirit	of	mutual	benefits.	
		To	deepen	mutual	communication	to	achieve	mutual	respect	and	trust.	
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		To	manage	self‐distribution,	either	by	the	producer(s)	or	by	the	consumer(s).	
		To	be	democratic	in	the	group	activities.	
		To	be	interested	in	studying	issues	related	to	organic	agriculture.	
		To	keep	the	members	of	each	group	at	an	appropriate	number.	
		To	continuously	make	progress,	even	if	it	is	slow,	towards	the	final	goal	of	the	successful	
management	of	organic	agriculture	and	an	ecologically	sound	life.	
http://www.joaa.net/mokuhyou/teikei.html	
http://www.joaa.net/english/teikei.htm			
Quoted	from	English	site,	but	with	modifications.	
	
	
3.1.2.	Agricultural	policies	and	industrial	development	
	
	 After	 the	 end	 of	 WW2,	 Japanese	 society	 was	 confronted	 with	 a	 serious	 food	
shortage.	The	government	aimed	to	increase	food	production	and	to	promote	the	increase	
of	land	owning	farmers.	The	modernization	of	agriculture	and	rural	villages	were	the	key	
concerns	both	for	the	government	and	villagers.	The	mechanization	of	agriculture	and	the	
use	of	pesticides	were	vigorously	pushed	forward	in	order	to	streamline	agriculture.		In	
the	1970s,	however,	the	government	changed	their	policy	and	began	to	promote	reducing	
rice	 acreage,	 a	 policy	 known	 in	 Japanese	 as	 “gentan‐seisaku”,	 because	 of	 the	
overproduction	of	rice.			
	 In	the	industrial	areas,	an	increase	in	production	was	also	put	forward	after	WW2	
in	order	 to	reconstruct	 the	 Japanese	economy.	Right	after	WW2,	both	agricultural	and	
industrial	 reformation	were	strongly	promoted,	however,	as	a	result,	 it	caused	serious	
pollution	problems	such	as	in	‘Minamata’,	and	famers	were	confronted	with	the	paradox	
of	their	farming	(Minamata	desease	is	one	of	the	four	major	pollution‐caused	illness	in	
Japan).	
	 Under	 such	 circumstances,	 some	 farmers	 started	 organic	 farming	 in	 order	 to	
sustain	their	livelihood.	
	
	
3.2.	The	Characteristics	of	Organic	Farming	in	Chiba	
	
To	 consider	 the	 characteristics	 of	 the	 organic	 farming	movement	 in	 the	 Chiba	
area,	we	would	like	to	address	two	points:	the	struggle	with	the	construction	of	Narita	
airport	 and	 the	 geographical	 proximity	 to	 the	 metropolis.	 The	 anti‐construction	
movement	 against	 Narita	 airport	was	 one	 of	 the	most	 serious	 political	movements	 in	
postwar	 Japan	 (Uzawa,	 1992).	Additionally	 ‘the	 Sanrizuka	One	Pack	Yasai’,	which	was	
organized	 among	 the	 anti‐construction	 group	 members	 was	 one	 of	 the	 most	 famous	
organic	 farming	 groups	 at	 that	 time.	 Narita	 was	 the	 symbolic	 focal	 point	 of	 the	
contradiction	between	prioritizing	economic	development	and	improving	agriculture	in	
postwar	Japan.		
	
3.2.1.	Geographical	proximity	to	Tokyo	
	
Because	Chiba	prefecture	 is	 located	near	Tokyo,	 it	 has	been	 supplying	 various	
resources	such	as	labor,	industrial	products	and	agricultural	produce	to	Tokyo.	It	is	noted	
that	white‐collar	families,	blue‐collar	families	and	farmers		all	co‐existed	in	Chiba.		
	
a)	Chiba	as	an	urban	suburb	
		 If	one	were	to	get	on	the	train	at	a	station	in	Chiba	early	on	a	weekday	morning,	
one	 would	 see	 trains	 to	 Tokyo	 desperately	 crowded	 with	 commuters.	 In	 the	 1970s	
numerous	apartment	complexes	called	“Danchi”	were	built	in	Chiba.	Many	families	living	
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there	were	white‐collar	families	who	moved	to	cities	from	country	areas.		Today	some	of	
them	are	confronted	with	population	decline	and	aging	as	in	other	suburbs	in	Japan.	
	
b)	Chiba	as	an	industrial	area	
	 Chiba	 has	 also	 distributed	 industrial	 products	 since	 1970s.	We	 can	 find	many	
factories	in	the	bay	area.		Some	of	them	have	already	withdrawn	from	Chiba	because	of	
the	economic	decline	of	Japanese	heavy	industries,	and	now	those	areas	are	planned	as	a	
redevelopment	area.	
	
c)	Chiba	as	an	agricultural	region	
Regarding	 the	 agricultural	 population,	 the	 number	 of	 farmers	who	do	 farming	
both	as	their	main	job	and	side	job	are	higher	in	Chiba	than	in	many	other	areas	of	Japan.	
On	one	hand	there	are	old	villages	which	have	existed	since	prewar	time,	on	the	other	
hand,	 many	 farmers	 have	 moved	 to	 Chiba	 and	 cultivated	 their	 land	 after	 WW2	
(Fukuda,2001).	
	
d)	Characteristics	of	Chiba	
	 As	we	have	seen	above,	Chiba	experienced	not	only	the	prosperity	but	also	the	
decline	of	 the	rapid	economic	growth	 in	postwar	 Japan.	 	 In	addition,	 the	contradiction	
between	agricultural	policies	and	industrial	development	were	easily	observed.	Due	to	
such	 a	 historical	 and	 geographical	 background,	 Chiba	 became	 one	 of	 the	 locus	 of	 the	
organic	agricultural	movement.	
	
	
3.2.2.	 Political	 Movement	 against	 the	 Construction	 of	 Narita	 Airport	 and	 Organic	
Farming	
	 	
“Sanrizuka	One	Pack	Yasai”	is	an	organic	farming	group	started	by	3	farms	in1976.	
Since	 then,	 while	 it	 experienced	 the	 increase	 and	 decrease	 of	 both	 the	 farmers	 and	
consumers,	it	has	been	continuous	until	now	(Funato,	2004).		“Sanrizuka”	is	the	name	of	
a	 place	 in	 Narita	 city,	 and	 it	 is	 the	 symbolic	 place	 of	 the	 anti‐construction	movement	
against	Narita	airport.	
	
4. Family	History	and	Change	
4.1.	A	History	of	a	pioneer	family	in	Narita	
	
	 If	one	would	 like	 to	consider	why	 the	anti‐construction	struggle	against	Narita	
airport	 was	 so	 serious,	 the	 history	 of	 pioneering	 in	 Narita	 after	 WW2	 would	 have	
important	meaning.			
One	 should	 not	 understand	 the	 impact	 of	 the	 construction	 of	 Narita	 airport	
without	regarding	the	family	histories	of	the	pioneers.	As	a	case	study,	this	paper	will	look	
at	a	family	who	settled	in	Narita	and	started	farming	after	WW2.	The	Shimamura	family	
settled	in	the	Toho	district	of	Narita	City	in	1946,	right	after	the	end	of	WW2	(Sanrizuka	
no	Tochi	ni	Ikiru	wo	Kankosuru	Kai,	2000).	They	had	lost	everything	during	the	war	and	
moved	to	Narita.		At	first	the	wife	of	Ryosuke	Shimamura	worked	as	a	hawker	peddling	
produce,	and	her	husband	worked	as	a	casual	laborer	to	survive.	Then	the	government	
decided	to	dispose	of	prefecture‐owned	land	to	demobilized	soldiers,	and	the	Shimamura	
family	applied	for	this	plan	and	finally	got	their	land.			It	took	a	long	time	to	get	their	farm	
into	gear.	By	the	time	they	felt	settled,	the	government	had	decided	to	construct	the	new	
Tokyo	International	airport	in	Narita	in	1966.		That’s	why	not	only	the	Shimamura	family,	
but	also	many	other	frontier	families,	organized	the	anti‐construction	movement	against	
Narita	airport	
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4.2.	Why	they	started	organic	farming		
	
	 In	the	case	of	“Sanrizuka	One	Pack	Yasai”,	farmers	and	their	supporters	were	strongly	
and	 closely	 organized	 through	 their	 participation	 in	 the	 anti‐construction	 political	
movement.	Farmers	started	 farming	organically	 right	when	the	struggle	between	anti‐
construction	groups	and	police	was	intensifying.			And	the	consumers	who,	agreeing	on	
group	policy,	but	not	attending	the	demonstrations	themselves,	became	the	members	of	
“Sanrizuka	 One	 Pack	 Yasai”.	 This	 was	 the	most	 symbolic	 case	 of	 the	 organic	 farming	
movement	 in	which	 the	 political	movement	 and	 the	 organic	 farming	movement	were	
directly	connected.	
In	 other	 areas	 in	 Chiba,	 some	 organic	 farming	 groups	 emerged	 around	 same	
period.	 To	 explain	 such	 movements,	 this	 paper	 will	 indicate	 the	 historical	 and	 social	
background	 of	 a	 farmer’s	 school	 in	 Tateyama‐city	 in	 Chiba	which	 established	 in1952,	
because	some	leaders	of	the	“teikei”	movements	graduated	from	this	school,	and	made	
networks	with	each	other.	Considering	their	self‐	consciousness	as	farmers,	and	how	they	
regarded	their	experience	at	school,	this	paper	will	examine	the	source	of	their	ideas	and	
their	way	of	thinking	towards	the	organic	farming	movement	and	producer	‐consumer	
co‐partnerships.	 There	 were	 similar	 schools	 in	 other	 areas	 in	 Japan,	 so	 some	
commonalities	among	them	can	be	seen	in	their	ideas	regarding	farming.	However,	this	
school	was	one	of	the	famous	schools	in	Japan	at	that	time,	and	the	first	director	of	the	
school	educated	and	influenced	many	leaders	in	the	Chiba	area.		
They	had	to	find	a	way	to	manage	their	farms	sustainably	in	the	face	of	society’s	
prioritization	 of	 economic	 growth.	 For	 this	 reason,	 some	 graduates	 of	 this	 school	
promoted	 organic	 farming,	 or	 “teikei”	 farming.	 	 It	 was	 an	 alternative	 not	 only	 to	 the	
modernized	agricultural	method	and	the	agricultural	policies	of	the	government,	but	also	
to	the	custom	of	the	‘mura	(village	community)’	and	‘ie	(family	system)’	(Yonemura,	2013;	
2014).	
	This	research	will	focus	especially	on	the	daughters	of	farmers	who	went	to	this	
school.	 By	 investigating	 documents	 they	 wrote,	 the	 way	 they	 saw	 their	 mothers	 and	
former	generations	can	be	observed.		
Daughters	acknowledged	their	respect	 for	their	mothers	on	one	hand,	but	they	
distinguished	themselves	 from	their	mothers’	generation	on	 the	other	hand.	 	 	The	key	
concepts	were	“farmers	who	think”,	and	“farmers	who	speak”.		If	one	hear	these	phrases	
today,	 it	 may	 sound	 trite,	 however,	 in	 those	 days,	 it	 sounded	 considerably	 strong	 or	
strange,	especially	when	women	said	such	phrases.	Because	the	 farming	was	managed	
according	 to	 custom	 or	 the	 mandates	 of	 the	 government,	 it	 wasn’t	 easy	 for	 younger	
generations	to	change	or	reform	such	systems	(Kano,	1983).		
To	learn	the	context	and	the	position	of	the	agriculture	and	the	problems	of	the	
agricultural	 policies	 at	 that	 time,	 they	 became	 aware	 of	 the	 importance	 of	 self‐
determination	and	self‐	 assertion	 in	order	 to	 improve	 their	own	 farming,	whereas	 the	
economic	development	and	the	improvement	of	heavy	industries	had	the	priority	of	the	
state	policies.	The	young	generation	aimed	to	modernize	their	communities	and	farming	
in	their	own	way,	in	order	to	improve	their	farms	in	the	face	of	social	change	in	postwar	
Japan.	The	way	they	pursued	alternative	methods	of	farming	differed	not	only	from	the	
custom,	but	also	from	state	policy.					
	
	   
4.3.	Family	change	of	producers	and	consumers	
	
	 In	1999,	the	Ministry	of	Agriculture,	Forestry	and	Fisheries	(MAFF)	added	organic	
plants	and	organic	processed	foods	of	plant	origin	to	JAS	Standards.	JAS	means	“Japanese	
 148 
 
Agricultural	Standard”	and	the	organic	JAS	system	refers	to	the	certification	system	which	
requires	the	labelling	of	the	organic	JAS	marks	to	the	products	that	have	been	inspected	
by	the	ministry.	According	to	MAFF,	they	introduced	this	system	amid	growing	concerns	
of	 consumers	 over	 food	 safety	 and	 health	 consciousness.	 Nowadays	 one	 can	 obtain	
organic	 products	with	 organic	 JAS	 label	 in	 supermarkets	 easily.	 Organic	 food	 became	
common	and	commercialized	and	it	became	convenient	for	consumers.	For	farmers	on	
the	other	hand,	if	they	want	to	get	the	certification,	they	must	take	the	inspection	regularly.		
However,	the	cost	to	request	for	the	inspection	is	not	ideal	for	small	farmers.		
The	young	generation	in	the	1970s	became	older	and	some	farms	are	confronted	
with	succession	problems.	The	consumers	in	the	1970s	are	getting	older,	too.	Therefore	
it	becomes	difficult	for	both	producers	and	consumers	to	maintain	their	“teikei”	group	in	
the	 same	way	 as	 in	 the	 1970s.	 Additionally,	 their	 produce	 are	 not	 suitable	 to	 get	 the	
certification	of	organic	JAS	because	of	the	cost	of	inspection	and	the	types	of	land.		The	
young	 consumers	 who	 are	 interested	 in	 organic	 produce	 are	more	 likely	 to	 get	 such	
products	at	shops	or	in	the	supermarket.	
	 In	the	face	of	these	changes,	the	first	generation	of	organic	farmers	try	to	find	the	
other	 distribution	 channels	 so	 as	 the	 farmers	 market,	 community	 café	 and	 organic	
restaurants.		It	is	another	way	of	“teikei”,	because	farmers	and	consumers	can	relatively	
keep	 closer	 relationships	 than	 selling	 their	 produce	 in	 a	 commercialized	 way.	 Some	
consumers	 want	 to	 confirm	 the	 reliability	 of	 food	 not	 from	 the	 institutionalized	
standardization,	but	from	the	“face‐to	face”	relationships.		
	
Conclusion	
	 This	 study	 examines	 the	 development	 of	 the	 organic	 farming	 movements	 in	
postwar	Japan,	and	the	social	value	of	the	organic	farming	movements	from	the	1970s	to	
present.		In	summary,	the	close	co‐relationships	between	producers	and	consumers	in	the	
1970s,	which	characterized	the	strong	motivated	movements,	had	diminished	in	today’s	
society.	 This	 is	 the	 outcome	 of	 the	 change	 of	 families	 and	 the	 standardization	 and	
commercialization	of	the	organic	produce.	The	organic	JAS	system	expanded	the	market	
of	 organic	 produce,	 and	 organic	 food	 has	 been	 accepted	 broadly	 amongst	 various	
generations	in	present	societies.		However,	ironically,	the	produce	by	the	“teikei”	groups	
are	not	necessarily	available	in	the	supermarkets.	Small	farmers	could	not	afford	to	apply	
for	the	JAS	system	and	they	had	to	find	their	own	route	in	addition	to	the	“teikei”	groups.	
The	business	needs	 to	 stay	 in	 low‐profile,	but	 these	 farmers	become	 reliable	on	other	
consumers	 who	 are	 loyal	 to	 specific	 organic	 producers.	 For	 consumers	 nowadays,	
although	 purchasing	 organic	 food	 does	 not	 necessarily	 mean	 that	 they	 are	 active	 in	
participating	in	the	“teikei”	movement,	the	intention	towards	the	non‐commercialized	co‐
relationships	between	organic	producers	and	consumers	are	recognized	even	today.	
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